HOW TO IMPROVE YOUR
SKILLS IN CAMBRIDGE
EXAMS.

Why should your child take Cambridge ESOL qualifications?
•

Clear progress- Even the most basic certificate is a start on the pathway to
qualifications that are useful for work and study.

•

Recognition- A qualification in English is an important asset.

STARTERS, MOVERS AND FLYERS

The Level of Starters
Cambridge Starters is the first level of the YLE tests, and is designed for candidate who have an
active vocabulary of just under 400 words. A typical Starters candidate is likely to be aged 7 to
11, although children aged 12 can still take the test.

LISTENING
Listening for Starters is quite simple. Students usually have to do activities of matching and
filling simple gaps. They also do activities of discrimination and coloring.

READING AND WRITING
Activities of discrimination in which students have to write ticks or crosses.
Looking at one picture, they read some sentences and they have to write if the sentences are
true or false.
Looking at some drawings and with the letters disordered, they have to put in order the letters
to form the words of the pictures.
Fill the gaps with the words from the box.
Answering simple questions.

SPEAKING
One examiner assesses one candidate at a time, using picture-based tasks which require a
range of responses.
Approximately 3 to 5 minutes.
The test has five short parts. Four picture based activites and the fifth involves an open
question and is not picture based.
Students have to point the items the teacher says in a picture.
Eight object cards and asks the students to move the cards to a particular place.
The examiner then takes the object cards off the scene picture and asks four questions
requiring verbal answers about the scene picture.
Three object cards, asks three sets of questions focusing on each of these three object cards
Each set begins with a question about the object card (e.g. ‘What’s this?’) and then
continues with two more personal follow-up questions (e.g. ‘Do you like horses?’
‘What’s your favourite animal?’).

The Level of Movers
Cambridge Movers is the second level of the YLE tests, and is designed for candidates who have
a vocabulary of around 700 words. A typical Movers candidate is likely to be aged 8 to 11, but
children at this level may be older or younger than this.

LISTENING
Students usually do activities of matching, filling the gaps, discrimination, drawing and
colouring.

READING AND WRITING
Choose the correct words and write them in the right place.
Write “yes” or “no” depending on the picture. True/False activities.
Choose the right answers to the questions depending on the text.
Fill the gaps of the story, choosing the right words from the box.
Read the text, then complete the gaps.

SPEAKING
There are two similar pictures and the candidate is asked to identify the differences. There are
four.

One examiner assesses one candidate at a time, using picture-based tasks which require a
range of responses.
Approximately 5 to 7 minutes
Four parts. Three picture based questions and the forth is an open question and is not picture
based.
A sequence of four pictures
He/she tells the child the name of the story and describes what is happening in the first
picture. He/she then instructs the candidate o finish telling the story.
The children must say two or three sentences about each picture.

Four odd-one-out pictures .
Tell which is different and why .
Personal questions: Asks the child a few simple questions about himself and the test ends.

The Level of Flyers
Cambridge Flyers is the third level of the YLE tests, and is designed for candidates who have a
vocabulary of around 1000 words. A typical Flyers candidate is likely to be aged 10 to 12,
although children under 10 can also take the test.
Same level as KET (Key English Test)

LISTENING
Students usually do activities of matching, filling the gaps, discrimination, descriptions
discriminations, drawing and coloring.

READING AND WRITING
Choose the correct words from the box.

Write “yes” or “no” depending on the image.
Read the conversation between these two friends, then answer the questions, fill the gaps and
choose the right options.
Complete stories.

SPEAKING
One examiner assesses one candidate at a time, using picture-based tasks which requires a
range of responses.
Approximately 7 to 9 minutes
Four sections. Three picture-based tasks and the forth is an open question and is not picturebased.
Find the differences: Two similar pictures. Identify differences. There are 6.
Information exchange: The examiner turns to the next page in the candidate’s booklet, points
to the first set of question cues and information, and then asks the child questions to elicit
answers. The situation is then reversed: the examiner points to the second set of question cues
and the child uses these to ask similar questions of the examiner.
Complete cards like this one:

A sequence of 5 pictures
He/she tells the candidate the name of the story and describes what is happening in the first
picture. He/she then instructs the child to finish telling the story.

Personal questions: A few questions about him/herself and the test ends.

